.
Medallion with arms ofFilippo Strozzi on sgabello A similar rebus may be represented by the impresa on the cassone, since the word for caltrap-tribolo-is ambiguous too, and can mean "tribulations, trouble." Taking into account that the tribolo is reversed, the pictorial device could express tribulations changed and rendered harmless.9
The letters MEZZE on the scroll are most likely a slogan, similar to the "Palle, palle" shouted in the streets by the partisans of the Medici faction. "Palle" (balls) referred to the six roundels of the Medici arms, and "mezze" is clearly derived from the three crescents or half-moons-mezzelune-in the Strozzi arms. Since "palle" had the same second meaning that "balls" would have in English, it can be suspected that "mezze" also had a second meaning, derived from mezzare (to wither, to grow flaggy), when yelled at political opponents. della Valle, Rome) both of which display arms with falcon crests, but at the head of the entry "Strozzi di Firenze" he illustrates the Strozzi arms with a helmet bearing as a crest a white dog, crested with black and yellow plumes and with a golden collar inscribed Lealtd. Spreti gives the collared dog as the crest of the Strozzis. Both crests were canting devices, the falcon referring to strozziere, the falconer, and the collared dog to strozza, throat or gullet.
9. It is tempting to see a suggestion of this cassone being one of the pair made for the wedding of Caterina Strozzi and Jacopo degli Spini in the appearance of the reversed caltrap, the spikes of which might be interpreted as spine, thorns, to be construed as a pun on the groom's name.
